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BY KELLY MERRITT
Florida Weekly Correspondent

THIS MONTH, LUXE LIVING QUERIED A 
very special person for our designer 
Q&A: celebrity party planner Colin 
Cowie. Who better to share his secrets 
for a dazzling holiday table than the 
party planner to the stars? 

Mr. Cowie has designed tables for 
Oprah Winfrey, Jennifer Aniston, Tom 
Cruise and Jennifer Lopez, among oth-
ers. While we had his attention between 
his trips jetting off to design a wedding 
or important occasion in some exotic 
locale, we asked Mr. Cowie our trade-
mark Luxe design questions. Here’s the 
skinny on his best tabletop tips, favorite 
colors and even his own dream designer 
(Hint: he’s based in Florida!).

Florida Weekly: What are some of 
your favorite materials for holiday tables 
this coming season?   

Colin Cowie: I like mirror runners 
made from back-of-door mirrors or mir-
ror tiles from the hardware store. They 
add sparkle, glamor and pizazz. I love 

candles in all forms, votives together 
with pillars and elegant tapers. There’s 
no such thing as too many.

FW: Please share with our readers 
your favorite holiday theme.

CC: My favorite time to entertain and 
decorate is Thanksgiving, followed by 
Christmas.

FW: As the party planner to the stars, 
which is your favorite holiday party or 
tabletop? 

CC: It’s always the next one. That 
is where my heart and creative juices 
are. This year, I am planning on doing 
a white winter wonderland using an 
incredible snowy-white, laser-flocked 
tree, garland and wreath I created for 
HSN.com. It’s so chic and sets the tone. 
I have never done a party in Naples, but 
I could be there in a flash!

FW: If you had an unlimited budget, 
where in the world would you most like 
to set up a holiday party?  

CC: In South Africa, where I could 
celebrate with my amazing family.
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The maestro at work. Colin Cowie puts the finishing touches on one of his tables.

CELEBRITY TABLETOP AND 
PARTY-PLANNING MAESTRO 

COLIN COWIE

A Colin Cowie event is like the man himself 
— completely original. Also like the famed 
designer, his tables always shine.

FW: What makes a lovely holiday 
table, and what are a few tips everyone 
can use to create a memorable one?

CC: Don’t hold back — bring it all 
out. What makes a glamorous statement 
is layering. Start with a good foundation 
like the mirror and then add ornaments, 
candles, objects, flowers and event fruit. 
There is no such thing as enough. More 
is more!

FW: Do you have a favorite color 
scheme? 

CC: My sense of color always 
morphs. I often come back to green. My 
favorite color this year is emerald green. 
It’s rich and intense and full of mystery.

FW: Other than yourself, which 
designer would you most like to come 
decorate your home? 

CC: Without a doubt, the very talent-
ed and fabulous Florida-based designer, 
Charles Allem.

FW: What are you reading right now?  
CC: My favorite author is Wilbur 

Smith. I am reading his newest, “Vicious 
Circle,” and I am totally captivated.

FW: What designs or decor theme do 
you most relish having in your home?  

CC: I’ve never come across a shade 
of green I don’t like. At the moment, 
I am most partial to the intensity of 
emerald green. I love mixing it with rich 
navy blue and accents of matte gold. 
I have gone from stainless steel and 
poured cement with shades of gray. My 
apartment before was in rich shades of 
copper, burnt orange, cognac and deep 
green — very French 1940s. Currently, 
it’s very modern and extremely glamor-
ous on three floors.

FW: What was the most difficult 
project you’ve ever designed, and why?

CC: Probably a royal wedding in the 
Middle East for a monarch for 2,000 
guests. We only had four months to cre-
ate one of the most-talked-about wed-
dings in the Middle East. Needless to 
say, it came across flawlessly, or as they 
would say, “inshallah.” ■

— Colin Cowie 
www.colincowie.com

East Coast: (212) 396-9007
West Coast: (310) 286-9600

C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y
 P

H
O

TO
S


