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Imagine being able to spend 24 hours 
a day with your best friend, companion 
and confidant. For the Collier County 
Sheriff’s Office, K-9 officers are all that 
— as well as highly trained and valuable 
partners in enforcing the law and pro-
tecting the public.

The CCSO’s nine K-9 officers assist 
road deputies, sniff out drugs or bombs 
depending on their training, track fugi-
tives and aid in searches for missing and 
lost elderly people and children.

“The K-9 unit is a vital part of our 

agency,” says Sheriff Kevin Rambosk. 
“Whether these dogs and their handlers 
are tracking a suspect, helping us find a 
missing person or leading us to the loca-
tion of illegal narcotics, they are helping 
us keep Collier County safe.”

In 1999, Det. Dan Muhlhahn donated 
his chocolate Labrador retriever to the 
department’s new drug interdiction K-9 
unit. Woody was the first K-9 officer ded-
icated fulltime to the unit, which assists 
narcotic investigators with search war-
rants and also assists U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration, customs and post-
al officials in Collier County. Prior to 
K-9 Woody, CCSO officers sometimes 

had to call for 
dogs from off-
duty sheriff ’s 
officers and 
other sources 
such as the 
Florida High-
way Patrol.

In his first 
six weeks on 
the job, Woody 
seized more 
than $45,000 
in drug money, 
along with 
narcotics and 

vehicles. He remained on duty until 
June 2006. In that same month, Det. 
Muhlhahn donated Dewey, Woody’s son, 
to the CCSO K-9 unit.

Just like his father, Dewey has had a 
very successful law-enforcement career.

One of K-9 Dewey’s first accomplish-
ments was assisting detectives investigat-
ing a drug trafficker with ties to a Mexi-

can cartel. Detectives spent hundreds of 
hours working the case, and put the final 
piece in place when he alerted investiga-
tors to the drug trafficker’s vehicle. In that 
particular seizure, two kilos of cocaine 
were found, Det. Muhlhahn says.

Dewey’s actions provided hard evi-
dence needed to convict the drug traf-
ficker to 30 years in prison, he says, add-
ing Dewey continues to assist Collier 
County detectives and other agencies in 
drug suppression efforts.

Everyday dangers on duty
The jobs of the K-9 dogs are serious. 

In dangerous situations where criminals 

often have the upper hand, lives can be at 
stake. Public safety is the collective goal 
of all officers, including the dogs, which 
can mean paying the ultimate price.

In Lee County recently, a K-9 was 
killed by a robber fleeing the scene of an 
armed robbery. Another K-9 was struck 
by a moving vehicle during the same 
incident and was forced into retirement 
because of his injuries.

“I always worry about the possibility 
of being involved in a car crash or a dan-
gerous situation where my dog might be 
injured,” Det. Muhlhahn says.

Top dogs take a bite out of crime in Collier County
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Officer William Gifford and Bandit
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Turn beautiful fabrics into beautiful rooms

Fabrics for Your Home

Boca Bargoons,
the largest decorative

fabric outlet in Florida,
has the most name-

brand designer
decorative fabrics and

trims in stock
anywhere!

Names such as
Travers, Kravet,

Scalamandre,
Brunschwig & Fils,
Clarence House and

Robert Allen
fill this extraordinary

fabric outlet.

Shop where the
designers shop and find

thousands of rolls of
fabrics on sale for a

fraction of their
true value!

DECORATIVE FABRIC SALE
Fabrics for Your Home

30%
Take an extra

the lowest ticketed price on
their entire inventory

Off

®

Off
any single

item in stock
Plus10 %

Limit 1 per customer.
Exp. 3/19/11.

SALE ENDS SATURDAY
Mon. - Sat.

NAPLES
4425 Tamiami Trail East

(239) 417-9107

SARASOTA
130 N. Orange Ave.

941-366-1331

Academy Award-winning actor Louis 
Gossett Jr. will be the keynote speaker 
at a community luncheon hosted by 
Hazelden on Thursday, March 24, at the 
Naples Beach Hotel and Golf Club. The 
event will honor Collier County Sher-
iff ’s Office Chief of 
Corrections Scott 
Salley for his exten-
sive role over the 
years in the preven-
tion and treatment 
of substance abuse 
and addiction.

Tickets for $100 
per person are avail-
able by calling (651) 
213-4429.

Proceeds will benefit patient aid pro-
grams and services at Hazelden’s resi-

dential treatment facility in Naples.
A national nonprofit organization found-

ed in 1949, Hazelden helps people reclaim 
their lives from the disease of addiction.  
Built on decades of knowledge and expe-
rience, Hazelden offers a comprehensive 

approach to addiction 
that addresses the full 
range of patient, fam-
ily and professional 
needs, including treat-
ment and continuing 
care for youth and 
adults, research, high-
er education, public 
education and advo-
cacy.

In addition to its Naples location, 
Hazelden has facilities in Minnesota, 
Oregon, Illinois and New York. ■

Hazelden hosts benefit luncheon 
in honor of Collier’s Scott Salley

SALLEYGOSSETT JR.

K-9 officers and their handlers under-
go intense training. 

“The job demands a lot from you. 
It’s a 24-hour-a-day commitment,” Det. 
Muhlhahn says. “At minimum, you are 
an instant parent for the dog. You adjust 
your lifestyle around the dog.”

Kasper is the bomb-sniffing dog 
belonging to CCSO Cpl. Raul Roman.

“We get called out for bomb threats, 
suspicious packages as well as VIP and 
protection details with the Secret Ser-
vice,” Cpl. Roman says. “We’ve been 
tasked with protecting dignitaries from 
several countries as well as Presidents 
(George W.) Bush, (George H.) Bush, 
(Jimmy) Carter and (Barack) Obama.”

Officer William Gifford is partnered 
with Bandit a 5-year-old Dutch shepherd, 
on the CCSO K-9 unit. Dutch shepherds 
are very loyal to their handlers and 
need to be challenged constantly, Officer 
Gifford says. “They’re one of the more 
rare breeds of law enforcement dogs, 
although their popularity is growing 
due to their size, health, longevity and 
demeanor,” he adds.

Det. Muhlhahn’s faithful friend and 
colleague Woody fell ill and was put to 
sleep in May 18, 2010. He was 13 years 
old.

“I’d had him since he was 8 weeks old,” 
the detective says. “He was part of the 
family first and then a K-9 officer sec-
ond. We spent every day together, rain or 
shine, on duty and off duty.”

Dewey has helped fill the void. “He’s 
very similar to his father, but he’s differ-
ent in his own way,” Det. Muhlhahn says. 
“He’s filled a big place in my life.” ■
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Officer William Gifford and Bandit, a 5-year-old Dutch shepherd

Cpl. Tom Sweeny and Matsu
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